FEBRUARY, 


•* How wonderful the laws assigned 
To all the vegetable kind ; 

By what mysterious power imprest , 

Does every plant that opes its breast 
To gratulate the year’s sweet prime, 

And glad with fruit the autumnal time, 

To bloom and ripe its season know. 

And by fix’d laws of being grow ? 

Why, now that many a lingering flower 
Awaits the later vernal hour," 

Summer’s or Autumn’s warmer glow ; 

Do these their charms maturer show 
To Spring’s first wooing, nor forbear 
The blasts and chiUtng frosts to dare ?” 

The position which this month retains was given 
it by Numa Pompiiius. It was placed under the 
protection of Neptune, and was highly esteemed 
by the Romans, who celebrated their Juno Fe- 
hruata on the day which is the vigil of Candle- 
mas — and hence the name of February is un- 
doubtedly derived. — Our Saxon ancestors termed 
the month Sprout-kele. 


THE LESSER CELANDINE. 
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Although this may be thought by some to be a 
dreary month, yet even the frost and snow have a 
fairy beauty peculiarly their own — the pure white 
snow dances down to the earth, and minutely in- 
spected, every particle is a crystal star, and the 
hoar frost on the green vegetables looks like crisp 
and corrugated emeralds, powdered with diamonds. 

In this month the sap is mounting in the trees, 
and soon the buds, fed by the juicy nourishment, 
will burst into a verdant covering. In the floral 
dearth, however, if the weather be mild, a few 
flowers maybe found expanding their blossoms 
to the few moments of sunshine that occasionally 
lighten up the dreariness of the wintry aspect ; 
amongst the first we behold the 

LESSER CELANDINE. 

( Ranunculus Ficaria,) 

Exhibiting its glossy leaves on warm hedge banks, 
and like glabrous stars of gold the blossoms un- 
fold in great profusion. 

The first gUt thing 

That wears the trembling pearls of spring.” 

It belongs to the Polyandria class, and Polygynia 
order, and the extensive natural order Ranuncu- 
lacere. This plant is very common, and is of the 
same bright colour as the Buttercup.— It has ge- 
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